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SUBJ: DEATH CASE: DAVID LEWIN GANEK 

REE: STATE 105499 

1 . FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM CHIANG MAI REPEATED DEPART- 
MENT FOR ACTION: 

2. WHAT FOLLOWS IS (TO BEST OF CONSULATE'S KNOWLEDGE) 

REPORT OF FACTS IN DEATH CASE OF DAVID LEWIN GANEK. 

WE HAVE BEEN MONITORING THE SITUATION CLOSELY, AND 
HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THAI AUTHORITIES DAILY. 

3. GANEK WAS STAYING AT J'TAIME GUEST HOME IN 
CHIANG MAI. J'TAIME IS A DORMITORY TYPE HOSTEL, 

POPULAR WITH YOUNG TRAVELERS ON LIMITED BUDGETS. BEDS 
CAN BE HAD FOR 60 CENTS A NIGHT. 

4. GANEK'S DEATH FIRST REPORTED TO CONSULATE BY 
PATRONS OF J'TAIME. PROVINCIAL POLICE LATER CONFIRMED 
THAT GANEK WAS DEAD AND SENT EFFECTS AND PASSPORT TO 
CONSULATE. THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF FOUL PLAY. 

5. THAILAW REQUIRES ISSUANCE OF DEATH REPORT WITHIN 
24 HOURS. EXAMINING PHSICIAN THUS FORCED TO LIST CAUSE 
OF DEATH PRIOR TO COMPLETION OF AUTOPSY. ON 
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BASIS PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF BODY, CONSUMPTION 
PESTICIDE WAS GIVEN AS CAUSE OF DEATH. (NOTE: 

SUICIDE BY INGESTING PESTICIDE IS A VERY COMMON 
FORM OF SUICIDE IN NORTHERNTHAILAND). SUBSEQUENT 
AUTOPSY RULED THIS OUT, ALONG WITH OVERDOSE OF 
HEROIN. 
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6. AFTER NEARLY TWO WEEKS, AUTOPOSY COMPLETED 
YESTERDAY (MAY 9). DR. SUNTHORN CHOMNAN OF 
DEPARTMENT OF FORENSIC MEDICINE, FACULTY OF 
MEDICINE, CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY INDICATED DEATH 

CAUSED BY OVERDOSE OE METROBAMATE, A BARBITUATE. WRITTEN 
AUTOPSY REPORT NOT YET AVAILABLE BUT WE ARE HOPING TO OBTAIN 
COPY TODAY, AND WILL AIR POUCH TO DEPARTMENT ASAP. 

7. PERSONAL JOURNAL INDICATES GANEK WAS TRAVELLING ALONE. PERSONS 
REPORTING HIS DEATH WERE PERSONS HE MET AT J'TAIME. 

THEY STOPPED AT CONSULATE A SECOND TIME SEVERAL 
DAYS AFTER HIS DEATH AND TOLD US THEY WOULD BE 
LEAVING THE AREA THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

8. AT THE TIME OF SECOND INTERVIEW, GANEK'S 
ACQUAINTANCES DESCRIBED HIS LAST HOURS, NOTING THAT 
HE WAS IN GOOD SPIRITS, WELL-LIKED AND "EULL OF 
LIFE." THEY SAID GANEK HAD BEEN EXPERIMENTING 

WITH DRUGS, AND HIS JOURNAL CONFIRMS THIS. THEY ALSO 
SAID A NUMBER OF GUESTS AT J'TAIME POSSESSED 
DRUGS, INCLUDING HEROIN. SEVERAL DAYS LATER THE 
THAI POLICE RAIDED THE HOSTEL AND ARRESTED 3 PEOPLE, 

INCLUDING ONE AUSTRALIAN FOR POSSESSION OF HEROIN. 

9. THAI PRESS DID NOT GIVE DEATH HEAVY PLAY. 

TWO CHIANG MAI DAILIES EACH COVERED THE STORY WITH 
ONE PICTURE OF THE BODY AND A SHORT ACCOMPANYING 
ARTICLE. THEY CALLED THE DEATH A SUICIDE, BUT 
IMPLIED IT RESULTED FROM DRUG USE. ONE REPORT 
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OF THE DEATH APPEARED IN THAI-LANGUAGE BANGKOK 
DAILY. ENGLISH-LANGUAGE BANGKOK POST RAN ONE 
HIHGLY INACCURATE PARAGRAPH. NONE OF THE PAPERS 
HAS PRINTED A FOLLOW-UP STORY. 

WHITEHOUSE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 10-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BANGK010067 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 64-0662 

Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770576/aaaacnnt.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 11 5dc397-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 03 STATE 105499 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2589330 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEATH CASE: DAVID LEWIN GANEK 
TAGS: CDES, CO, (GANEK, DAVID LEWIN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f1 5dc397-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



